Leviticus

The Day of Atonement

Leviticus 16

Introduction

This chapter stands at the center of the speeches in Leviticus, which in turn is the center book of the Pentateuch. The ritual for the Day of Atonement cleansed the people from all the sins for which the normal sacrifices prescribed in chapters 1-7 did not atone. It also purged the sanctuary from the classes of impurity mentioned in chapters 11-15. Once this had been done the Israelites could continue to bring their offerings to Lord under the leadership of the priests in the divine service, as established in chapters 8-10, and so have access to the Lord’s gracious presence in the sanctuary. The service of that day also qualified them for their ongoing participation in the Lord’s holiness at e sanctuary and in their daily life, as elaborated in the second half of the book, chapters 17-27.

Understanding the Text

Occasion for the speech (16:1)

The cleansing of the sanctuary after the death of Aaron’s sons (16:2-28)

Sin offering and burnt offering (16:3)

Ritual act of clothing and bathing (16:4)

The scapegoat (16:7-10)

The scapegoat (16:20-22)

Ritual act of clothing and bathing (16:23-24)

Sin offering and burnt offering (16:24-25)

The annual performance of this rite and the participation of the Israelites (16:29-34, esp v30)

1. Though how all of the aspects of the rite were performed (e.g., how the vestments were stored in the Holy Pace), the purpose of the Day of Atonement is stated plainly. What was the purpose of the blood rite? Read Leviticus 16:16-19?

2. Repetition in narrations suggests importance, and systematic recurrences heighten the significance. How often is blood sprinkled in 16:14,19? How often is Holy Place mentioned in this rite? How often is the mercy seat noted?

Ritual Agents

3. On the Day of Atonement who was permitted to enter the Most Holy Place? For whom did he intercede (16:5,11,17,24,33,34)?
4. Though the high priest alone was permitted to enter the Most Holy Place, assistants aided him in his duties. What was required of them as assistants? What were their duties (v21,22,26; 16:27-28)?

5. The chief actions were performed by the high priest and his assistants. As the blood rites were performed, what was required of the congregation?

a.

b.

6. On what was the sin of the Israelites laid (v21; cf. Nehemiah 1)?

7. Several animals were used for the rite:
a. ____________________ (cf 4:3; 8:2)

b. ____________________ (9:3; Lev 16:5)

c. ____________________

Ritual Material and Objects

8. For this rite of the Day of Atonement, the high priest donned special vestments; why were they different from the regular vestments worn as the high priest?
9. Unique to the Day of Atonement was the access to the Most Holy Place. What happened in the Most Holy Place (16:12,14,15)? What piece of sacred furniture was seen only on this Day? What was done there? Exodus 25:17-20; 37:6-9.

10. The Altar for burnt offering was also a chief element in the rite. What was done to it and why? (Exodus 29:42-43).

11. What was the difference with the incense used in this rite? What was the purpose of the incense?

12. What was done with the blood of the sin offerings?

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.
How often was the blood sprinkled in this rite?

13. Why station the two goats stationed before the Lord at entrance of tent of meeting (7)? Why was the scapegoat sent to desert (21-22)?

14. What was the direction of movement in the rite for the Day of Atonement? When was the Day of Atonement held (16:29-31)?

15. What was accomplished by this act of atonement?

a. By this rite, what happened to the impurities of Israel (16:16 2x; 19)?

b. Why was the altar of burnt offering consecrated?

c. By this rite, what happened to all of the sins of Israel? Who normally bore the guilt for the people (Numbers 18:23)? Who bore the guilt of the priests (Numbers 18:1)? Who bore the guilt of Israel for the daily service (Exodus 28:38)? How did the Day of Atonement differ?

d. What kind of time was the Day of Atonement? What is significance of connecting this time to the sanctuary?
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Fulfillment by Christ

16. The rite for the Day of Atonement, the time and place of the reconciliation in the old covenant, demanded that blood be poured out. Without blood, could reconciliation be achieved? Read Hebrews 10:22. When our Lord spoke of His blood of the new covenant (Matthew 26:28 // Mark 14:24; Luke 22:20), what has He declared about His sacrifice (cf. Isaiah 53:12)?

17. Read Matthew 27:51 (// Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45). Why was the veil of the Temple, from top to bottom, torn? Rather than only the high priests having access once a year into the holy Presence of the Lord, who now has access and how often may they enter? Consider what Paul says in Romans 5:1-2 and Ephesians 2:18, and also what our Lord state to the disciples in John 1:51.

18. What differences are there between the high priests’ ministry and the ministry of Jesus?

a. Place. Read Hebrews 9:7 and contrast it with Hebrews 9:12,24.

b. Blood. Read Hebrews 9:7,25 and contrast them with Hebrews 9:12.

c. What is Sprinkled. Read Hebrews 9:21 and contrast it with Hebrews 9:23; 9:13-14.

d. High Priest and Priests. Read Hebrews 9:7 and contrast it with Hebrews 6:20; 10:20.

19. On the Day of Atonement, the blood of the sacrifices was sprinkled on and before the mercy seat, the cover of the ark of the covenant. In Romans 3:21-26, what is Jesus named?

20. Jesus has served the high priest, whose ministry is complete; read Romans 5:9-11. Therefore how often may we approach the mercy seat, the throne of God’s grace? And with what disposition of conscience? Read Hebrews 4:16; 10:19-22; 12:22-24. (What does this and I John 2:1-2 suggest about “Do this in remembrance of Me”?)

21. For the Day of Atonement, Israel was called to a fast and a cessation of labor. What role might fasting and setting aside work have in our lives?

22. The tabernacle was built to embody the holiness of God and to accent the means by which the congregation of Israel could approach the Presence of the Lord. Though the New Testament provides no architectural guidelines for construction for our places of worship, how has our Lord’s ministry affected the architecture of our buildings in which we worship? What purpose does the altar serve? Why are the angels above the altar? How is Christ portrayed over the altar? Consider Revelation 21:22—22:5.

� The word chattah, used for both “sin offering” and “sin”, appears fourteen times in Leviticus 16.
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